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many, and other countries on the continent had
passed out of corporate management and were ad-
ministered by the state either as owner or for the
companies. The agitation of state ownership had
begun both in Great Britain and in the United
States. The railroad journals were filled with the
discussion of this question, and I had it as a part of
my official duty to keep abreast of the movement
and to compile statistics bearing upon it. The tone
of the railroad press was of course uniformly hostile
to the movement, and I observed that all the argu-
ments were directed to showing that the companies
"managed" the lines with greater economy than the
state "administered" them. I was required to pre-
pare tables demonstrating this, which was an easy
matter, and there really was no room for a difference
of opinion. As a pastime I had devoted consider-
able of my unofficial time for the preceding fifteen
years to writing and rewriting my Dynamic Sociology,
which was then nearly ready for publication, and I
could not avoid occasionally taking the sociological
point of view as distinguished from the economic
one, alone taken by the railroad press, and I took
home some of the elaborate Prussian statistical
reports (Statistische NacJiricJiten von den preussiscken
Eisenbahnen\ usually several years behind date, and
searched carefully through their complicated columns
for all possible facts bearing on the sociological side.
The year 1874 was well adapted to this, the state
management having then extended to about as large